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King Murder Planned

Here, Swann Asserts

4

Indictments of Several Per-
sons, Including a Woman,
Expected, He Announces

Federal Agents May
Have Seen Shooting

Believe Auto Shadowing
Means Followed His on
Night of Crime |

District Attorney Swann yesterday
snnounced that his investigation into
the mysterions death of Mrs. Muude
A. King showed that the crimes of
forgery, grand larceny and eonspirmcy
to murder had been committed in New
York, while the greater crime of mur-
der had taken place in Concord, N. €.

where Mrs. King was shot and killed

on August 20,
Indictments against s number of
il fol-

persons, including a woman, will
Yow, nccording to the authorities here
The greatest secreey was maintained
as to the identity of the persons in
volved and the probable erimes
which each will be indicted.
Simultaneously with his announce-
ment of his findings, Mr. Swann
said that he was replying to State
Hayden Clement's eall for
in the prosecution of the

for

Solicitor
pssistanca
ease in Nerth Carolina by sending a
party of half a dozen of his mssistants
to Concord. They will appear thero
{n time for the reopened coroner's in-
quest, beginning on Monday.
Dooling to Lead Party

In the party will be Assistant Dis-
triect Attorney John T. Dooling, 1In
eharge of the investigation in this city:
Dr. Otto H. Schultze, District Attor-
pey's physician; Captain Jones, pistol
expert of the Police Department, and

Jetectives connected with
Swann's office. bome the
the raid on the

neveral
Judge
documents seized in
apartments of Gaston B. Means, Mrs
King's eonfidential agent, at 1135
Avenue, will also be taken Soutl
e papers will
1o,
ann
t A representa
of the United St
d conferred with him
memeranda found in
t relating to pro-

of

theugh the bulk of
held hers for the prosecut
District :

made

#tun

Attorn oW

Seeret Servic
in regard to the
the Means apartme
German prépaganca, and that the zer.
vice was extremely interested in some
of the material dug up.

“As far as we are concerned, the
material throwing light on the forgery
in connection with a will, embezzle-
ment and looting of Mrs. King's estats |
and the hatching of n plot to kill is
the main object of our scrutiny,™ said |
Mr, Swann.

Sollcitor Accepts Assistance

“] wired to State Solicitor Clement,
of North Carolina, last week offering
al]l the fucilities of this office to aid in
his prosecution of the case, if 1 could
do 80 wihout appearing to tread on his
toes. I have received mn answer from
him, in which he cordinlly accepts my
offer, and usks me to send the men
working on the erime here who would
be of the greatest value in getting the
ptate's case togelher,

“The materisl we have here, und
which i at the serviee of Mr, Clement,
will show preparation for the greater
erime of murder which evidence in-
dicates was committed down in North
Carolina. It goes through the various
siens, which we cannot yet disclos
cluding the forgery, larceny
spiracy leading up to the

shooting
With all the ends of investiga
ahout to

the

Wash or “somewhers on Chesa-
Fnlu‘kn Hay,"” on a mysterious missio
for her, nt the Eame time, os 1
kitown, he was inditing the epist on

€4 on
is typewriter the Park Avenue

apartment,
Means Influence Strong

Evidence further sho:
induced Mrs, King to xign |
transfer powers of atto
tha of w ANy Jers
ipulated W th an's os.
ate represented in stocks without an
aceounting of any He also at-
tempted to have Mrs, Rohin Mre
King's mother, declared incompetent, i
order that he might handle her affuirs.
Mra. Hobinson was beneficiary of a
$400,000 trust ngrerment, which was af-
terward revoked, The aged woman now
that wshe ed the
, and brands her alleged sig-
nature oita Tll"..'"l'"\.

Henry Die father-in-law  of
Afton Means, brother, broke
down and wey riy yesterdny morn-
ing, after s t¢ ur eession with Mr,
Dooling in his office, in the Cni 1
Courts Building. statement
from him durin
is considered of vi
Dooling said of his teat

“He unfolded a y interesting
story, partly consciously and partly un-
consclously, in answer to questions
and documents 1 showed him, When I
phowed him jost u part of what 1 had
here he was amazed and gasped. Some
of tho things were di=closed to him for
the first time, 1 believe, Finally he
broke down and wept when he left the
office.”

Says Means Was Watched

Mr. Dooling was told of the report
that an sutomobile, in which wns at
feast one Federal official, was follow-
ing the car carrying Means, Mrs. King,
Afton Means and Captsin Bingham on
the night of the ghouting. At first Mr,
Doolinig nodded his head affimatively,,
then added:

“That phase of the case is too im-
portant to discoss, and 1 will nelther
confirm it nor give nny details”

It was also the impression at the
Distriet Attorney's office that Means
had been under the surveillance of Fed-
erel officials for about two weeks be-
fore the shooting in connection with his
propaganda work, and that & possible
witness to the shooting might have
been numbered among the passengers
of the second motor along the road to
the Blackwelder spring, where the
shooting occurred.

Most amazing among the documents
found in the Means apartment were s
saries of letters sent by Means from
his Park Avenue apartment to Mrs,
King In North Carolina. Typewriter
experts yesterday announced that the
letters were written on Gaston Bullock

red that Means
lunk stock

sort

never

declares
Tevocht)

ns

| German government, i
| here st that time that Germany al-
| rendy

marked “Personal and Confidential”
were sent by Means to be opened and
read by three persons in North Curo-
linn, before being'stuck under Mra.
King's door. Means guve elaborate in-
structions that the letters were to be!
resenled, readdressed and their source,
of transportation kept s mystery, His|
nstruccions in one letter are:

“Seal it up earefully snd let ;
slip it under Maude's door, without her,
under any eircumstances, knowin
where it comes from, in order that in
her own mind she cun create a mys-
tery ahout it, and she will think 1 have
some close connections there at the
hotel that enable me to have such
matters delivered to her without any
dificulty, and never let her know just
how the letter got under the door.

| nm not writing this letter by hand
heenuse | am in a great hurry and, in|
addition, because 1 want 1o keep a nr;
bon copy of just what T have written. |

Itistrict Aftorney Swann will to-day
open the safety Xl‘]'ll\'ﬂl box of Mrs. |
King st the Thirty-fourth Street Safe
Deposit Company, in which valuable
documents are expected to be found.
The bux will he opened in the presence
of a representative of the State Con-
troller, interested in a possible in-
heritanco tax, and representatives of
the bank, Mrs. Robinson, the Police
Depnriment and the District Attorney’s

office,

Means Had Been Employed
By Berlin to Get Data on

Submarines, Friends Say
WASHINGTON, Sept. 18.—Gaston B.
Means was emploved by a representa-
tive of the German goverrment in 1915
to ohtnin information regarding the
constructiof of submarines for foreign
governments and the attitude of the'
State Department regarding the ship-
ment of these boats to belligerents, it
wns stated here to-day by friends of
Means, who recall a visit made by him
to Washington two years Bgo.

At that time he appeared to be well
informed concerning the activities of
Charles M, Schwab, who cume here to
confer with Seerstary Brran and Sec-
retary Daniels supposedly in regard to
the propriety of building gubmarine
parts for the British government. It in
eaid that Memns received a salary of
between $10,000 und §12,000 a year from
Germany for thiz work.

There is no intimation that Means's
work at that time was illegitimate, as
the United States was not then 8t war.

| He has not been in the employ of the

German government since the United
Stutes entered the war, it is said.

¥ was here he ap-
peared to be unus well posted on
what -was being done in thia country
and Canads to provide the enemies of
Germany with boats, He is said to
have romarked that Germany had pro-
vided $£30,000,000 to influence news-
pepers in this country and even went
s0 far ss to offer newspaper men here
positions with papers friendly to the
It was reported

But when

hnd purchased one influential |
Ameorican newspaper snd was about to
buy maore, |

Senators Gronna, Weeks and Poin-
dexter and Representatives Madden,
Moore and Falrchild, whose names ap-
peared on memoranda found in Mean's |
apartment lehelled “Republicana and
Progrossives to see,” denied that they
know Means or that they remember|

him ever having ealled on them. Rep-
resentative Madden, of Tllinois, de-
clared it ‘“wouldn't be well” for

Means if he ever did eall on him.

n investigatiom inte Means’s past
life discloses that after his gradua-
tion from the iUniversity of North|
Carcolina he hecame & newspaner re-
porter snd later worked in the New
York commission house of James W.
Cannon, of Coneord, N, €., one of the
woalthisst cotton manufacturers in the

country. Lnter he went to Chiengo to
secomn A detectlve and became known
ss one of the most efficient man
hunters the country.

n
Friends here say that he had a fight
in & New York hotel with an English- |
man said to have been employed by
the British povernment to follow nl‘ldl

report on him.

U. S. Attorney Takes Hand |

In Means Investigation
SALISBURY, N. C,, Sept. 18 United
States Di Attorner W, C. Hammer
came to Salishury to-night snd imme-
dintely went into conference with So-
licitor Clement and Federal Agent C.
D). Ambrose, of the Department of Jus- |
tiew, regarding the investigation into
the activities and affairs of Gaston B.

Means.

Mr. Hammer's visit is said to have
beon the result of the failure of Means
to eomply with the order of Federal
Judege Royd to the satisfaction of At-
torney Johnston, who Tepresents the
Central Bank and Trust Company, of
Asheville, named recelver for Mrs,
King's estate. Last week Means made
the sssertion that he had between $50,-
000 and €80,000 in eash belonging to
Mrs. King, but he denied having this
smount when United States Marshal
MeKenzie served the government's in-
Junction on him,

Specinl  Agent Ambrose, who has
been keeping in close touch with every
by Means and Mrs, J.
B. Foruker, jr., to.day explained the
renson for the latter's visit to Concord
at this time,

“Mre, Foriker came to see Means
agnd to demand financial aid of him.”
he said, It i3 not known whether or
not Mra. Foraker, now known as the
Nomesis of Means, will be subpensed
to appear nt the inquest, but it is
known that it {s at her own request
that the prosecutor and Federal agents
will question her.

Plan Accountants’ Libra.ryl
|

8

mMoveme

Institute Members Raise $85,-

000 in Half Hour '
WASHINGTON, Sept. 15.—Members
of the American Institute of Account-

| aunts mt their annual meeting hers to-

day raised more than $85,000 within
helf an hour as a fund to establish a|
natlonal snccountants’ statistienl library,
the first of its d in this country.

Although nn encowment of $150,000
iz necessary for the most effective op-
eration of the library, its establish- |
r t is now said to be assured. J\mnngl
the principal gifts thus far have been
£25.000 from George O, May and arl-i
ners and $15,000 from Elijah W, Sells
and partners, both of New York.

== i

Record Price for Steers |

KANSAS CITY, Mo., Sept. 18.—Fifty- |
one steers selling at $17 a hundred
pounds to-day established the highest|
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Expected to Bring
Out Heavy Vote

Republican Landslide for

Mitchel Against Bennett
Predicted

On the eve of to-day's primary elee-
tion there was little in the situation to
excite either Fusion or Tanmmany lend-
ers. The few contestss in alght were
not worrying the leaders in either
eamp, The only question which afford-
ed discussion was how large the vote
would be for the regular Hepubliean-
Fusion and Tammany organization can-
didates. Thers was no question as to
their nominations,

The polls open at 3 o'clock to-day
and close at 0 p. m. Each election dis-

trict in the Assembly districts through-

out the five borougha constitutes a pri-
mary distriet, at the polling place of
which officially enrolled voters of the
distriet of each political party may
vote,

The polling places are located the
same ps at the general elections, Those
who did not enroll prier to the elee-
tion last fall are not entitled to vote
at the primaries, but they ecan vote in
the general election on November 6,
provided they register on any of the
appointed registration days, which are
from Oectober 8 to Oectober 13, inclu-
sive,

Heavy Vote Predicted

Both the Republican and Tammany
distriet leaders last night pradicted an
unusually heavy primary vote. In the
cuse of Judge John F. Hylan, Tammany
candidate for Mayor; Charles L, Cralg,
candidate for Controller, and Sherif
Alfred E, Smith, candidate for Presi-

dent of the Board of Aldermen, wheo
are not opposed in the Democratie pri-

maries, a large vote would be purely |

complimentary, The Tammany district
workers have been striving to get out
as large a vote as possible to show that
the Murphy organization is enthusias-
tically back of its eandidates,

The Fusion leaders expect an over-
whelming vote for Mayor Mitchel in
the Republican primaries, ns against
ex-Senator William M. Bennett, who
is contesting his nomination. The
Mitchel-Bennett contest is the ounly
city-wide contest in the primaries,

The Republean district leaders have
waorked quietly but hard to snow Hen-
nett under. They are not inclined to
give him more than 20,000 Bepublican
votes in greater New York out of the
#0,000 to B5,000 which are expected to
be cast. The 20,000 are exprcted to
come prineipally from Brooklyn and
Hichmend. The Republiean primary
vote in the eity In the state elections
lust fall wa= 74,401,

Bennett Winds Up in Harlem

Ex-Senator Bennett and his nssgo-
clates, Judson G, Wall, for Controller,
and Frank D, Wilsey, for President of
the Board of Aldermen, finished their
pre-primary eampuign #trong in the
Yeolored belt” in Harlem last night.
They addressed a meeting of ahout two
thousand colored people at the Mother
Zion Church, at 136ith Street gnd Lenox
Avenue, and another large meeting of
colored voters at the Palace Casino,
135th Street and Madison Avenue,

The Bennett followers contended that
there had been a decided shifting in the
colored vote during the last fow days
from Mayor Mitchel to the stralght Re-
publican eandidate.

In his spn:hn last night Bennett

made predictions which were consid-
ered rash by the Fusion leaders.

“] confidently prediet that I und my
associates, Messrs. Wall and Wilsey,™
he said, “will win the primary in Rich-
mond b{ s vote of B to 1. Wa will
sweep K nfl County by a vote of 2to 1,
and we will carry Queens County

Hronx and
majorities, Mr. Mitchel cannot carry w

Means's machine, now in the hands of ' price ever puid west of the Mississippi | single borough, no matter how mueh

the District Attorney.
These missives, together with others

The esnttle 1,447

fver,
pounds.

averaged

money his frienda spend.”
Luther B, Little, campaign manager

by u|
large m:}ori:(x. and we shall carry The |
Manhattan by satisfactory |

Primaries To-day A. R. Co-nk:lin-g:bié.s by Fall;
Friends Think He End:d Life

Body of Lawyer, Separated Five Years From Wife and
Accused by His Daughters of Misusing Trust Fund,

Is Found in Courtyard of Home

An investigation of the affairs of [course,istofind out whether Mr. Conk-
Conkling, wenlthy
who is supposed to have committed sul- tate.
cide vesterday, will be begun to-day to | sha will give me authority, [ take
sseertaln the status of the $5600,000 es- to proceed with that investigatior
tate of his daughters, which was in his |
chargo &8s guardian and trustee. |

The body of Mr, Conkling,
Assamblyman and nephew of the late
Senator Roscos Conkling, was found In [ In June of this vear the daughter

Alfred R.

lawyer, | ling left & will and

Separated From Wile

his wife five years ago.

ters have resided with their

the courtyard in the rear of his home sterted, through Mr. Steuer,

at 167

home.

Worry Over His Family |

his family and depression ns a result o
the faet thut he was to have appeared
to-morrow before Mirabeau L. Towns, | charged the estate for ol
referee, appointed by SBurrogate Coha-
lan, for examinution on charges made
by his daughters, the X isses Muriel and
Olga Conkling, that he had mishandled | refereo to hear testimony on hoth sides
the funds in his care, are believed by 8pd o
friends to have caused Conkling to end | IN ¢

his life.

Max D. Steuer, who represented the )
daughters in proceedings to have Mr.

Conkling relieved

be appointed their

son, duughter of

portrait painter, was in

death.

this eity to-day. Muriel

Steuer yesterday, “in

ters' estate.

for the Fusion Committee of 1917, sent
out & note of warning from Fusion
to enrolled
Republicans and independant
crats that a vote for Bennett meant a
vote for the Hearst-Murphy-Tammany |
He declared that Hearst
was pushing the Bennett candidacy in
order to insure the election of Hylan,!
the Tammany candidate, as Muyor.

“It seems to me that Mr.
has a legitimate kick coming becauss |

headquarters last night

combinntion.

Mr. Hearst took off his mesk in ad-
vance of the primaries,”
tle. “In the Hearst

is their duty to support
nx against .\{nyor Mitehel,

his wdvice.
‘I my

publicar have
to Mr.

cRinley's time,

along Mr, Bennett so hard.
Hylun for

lenrat
thut My,

Mr.

B anrrr . sttt e .
Hylan candidacy. That, of eourse, is :T""'}:i, ""r',_‘:h:: llr' 'rt“. rding. 19,
4 matter which Mr. Hennett will have | ¢ a0 R
L et with Mr. Hearst. AR

Mr. Little
dawned on Mr.

sald it
Hearst

Mr. Hylan would be Mayor,

declared

until Election Day.

Rush's Friends Confident !

Friends of Surveyor Thomas E. Rush, |
whe bolted Tammany and is running

Enst Seventieth Street, at 7
o'clock yesterdny morning. A passerby .phair uncle, George Lorillurd HRonanlds,
aaw it and notified Mrs. Mary Stebbens,  who left

i the lawyer's housckeeper. The police

1 of his charge ufl
their estate, announced yesterday that
he would go befare the Surrogate to-
day and usk that the lawyer's widow |
: guardian,
Conkling, who was Miss Ethel Juhn—'pl'"ph
Eastman Johnson, |
_ Washington |
with Misa Vivian Conkling, a third
daughter, at the time of her hushand's
She is expected to return to
and Olga
Conkling are in the White Mountains. |
“I antieipate no difficulty,” said Mr.

said Mr, 1
American’ to-day
Mr. Hearst goes to the length of teli-
ing the enrolled Republicans that it
Mr,
Mr. Hearst
in thoroughly committed to
Murphy's candidate, Hylan, that He-
publicans will hardly be governed by

memory serves, enrolled Re-
TR not generally

Hearst for advice as to
rm'.-.‘!lr'\l actlons since away back in
M Mr. Hearst makes it
clenr just why he has been pushing

Mayor, and so U%"’- Re-
publicans to make Mr. Benne their
announces that
1 Bennett is merely
t side-show to help glonp &

had prabably:

that if
Mitehel should not carry the primaries
But Mayor
Mitehel would carry the primaries, he
He urged “all those who hate
Tammany methods” to begin the fight
at the primaries to-day and continue it|

their guardian under

the girls the

fortune.

San Francisco and
taken by the daughters,
father as guardinn,

! ehased for Miss Olga,
years old. Conkling denied
tions, and Mr. Townsg was

reprasented him in the

| Court, said:

svmmer. His daughters'
tressed him greatly.
idens as to how
should
wanted no li
It was his de
come for them that
against him. Es
solely in their interest”

Mra. spend, hut

year, He was an nldermun in
1888 and an As blyman ih

Demo- | gation,
night gave out a
ments by promine

Bt ol

ers. Rabbi Stephen
among those who wre the
that he would vote for him.

ennett |

minor contests in the Den

candidatas, Bird 8 Coler, for

Bennett

Borough President.

el e —

50 Texas Farmers on Trial
On Charge of Conspiracy

looked
their
ABILENE, Tex.,

Sent. 18

tive Association, fifty

]ll‘ wants 2

olution, pledging i

not to raise crops which

¥

Mr., ing to |

loesl on M
people were oppressed {1

the Cear of Russia
Robart  Satterfi
miner, testified wh

1d,

tions, regardless

against John V. McAvoy, the Murphy else.

Ascerialn
he has done with his daughters’ es-

When Mrs. Conkling returns |

I R

The dead lawyer, who had offices in
a former #0 Malden Lune, wus n!‘T!uli.-‘-"] from
ilis

= |ings to have Mr. Conkling removed ns
the es

bulk

i - | The young women alleged that Mr
said My, Conkling had been dead for ('onhéir.-‘;r hiad overcharged them in cer-

severn] hours, and had leaped from u
fourth story window in the rear of hia

tain mutters, among them o trip to
Honoluly,

with

| Miss Muriel, who iz nineteen years
Worry concerning his diferences with | old, alleged in the charges that Mr.
¢ Conkling had doubled the charges for
the trip against their estate. 'l
gation was al=o mude thut ke had
sthi

’ 5 1
the sl
appoin

port back to the Surrogate.

liseussing Mr. Conkling's death
Alfred C. Coxe, jr., of the law firm of
‘omlinson, Coxe & Tomlinson, which
:‘;'.I.I‘I‘I.I!,'H:l'»'

“Mr, Conkling had been depressed all |
netion
He had his own
much money young
tne girls
iona placed on them,
re to conserve inelr
t led to their action
rything he did was

Mr. Conkling was in his sixty-seventh

member of the Metropolitan, Republi-
: having  Mra. [ ean and Tuxedo clubs and the auther
Conkling made guardian of her daugh-!of a biography of his distinguished
Fhe thing to do now. of | kinsmun, Rozcoe Conkling.

candidate, for the Supreme Court, ex-
pect him to poll a good-sized vote
ugainst the Fourteenth Strest organi-
Hia eampaign managers last
lonig 1 {or

izens, wh
cluded =evernl former Tammany lead-
Wita was alse

John H, MeCooey, the Taummany lead
| er in Brooklyn, whers there nre several
cratie pri-
maries, predicted “overwhelm
jorities” for the regular orga

troller, is not expected to poll
substaniial vote agninst Sherift Edward
sfr. | Riegelmann, the MeCooey candldate for

of the Farmers' and Laborers’ Protec-
of whom
on trial here for charges of consplracy
against the government, adopted & res-
I ter memh

wou ‘1

liggina, &

W. A. Bergfeldt, & defendant, and
formerly a rural mdil earrier, nccord
ggins, at a meeting of the

y. declared the working
in America un-
der President Wilson ahout the same
as under the Emperor of Germany and

Thurber
% ined the as.
sociation he was compelled to kneel
and swear he would keep his obliga-
: of confliet with
ligious views, state laws or anything|is making us do, and they will quickly

Farmers Urgé
Price-Fixing on
All Necessaries

Continued from page 1

time to
farmers

“Dere is so much money on de udder
side,” interjected a farmer, with a
strong Swedish sccent.

“Hoover means all right, Keep right
at hls elbow, and he will see things as
them,” contitued Townley.
Jot how can vay make A man sce
| tings if he doean't vant to?" asked the
| Sweode,

The Difference in Patriotism
er the ensuing laughter Townley
raded, getting more and more em-

meet the brokers, but not the

1

phatie as he warmed up snd at times
tiat

touching the cdge of that chlilly
jotism that was in the wir of the
-Partisan League until it saw &

1 determined to come out
g for patriotism. He said he was
mformed that representatives of the
Depariment of Justice were in the av-
ditorium to inspect the patriotism of
ng.
il come to the right place {f
they were looking for patriotism, After
they hud done inspecting the farmers
he would like them to look for patriot-
ism among the profiteers, in the leather
trust, in the iron, steel, munition and
coul industries,

“There {5 n great difference between
our patriotiam,” he said, “the patriot-
{sm of the men who toil thut the profit-
eers may make four billions of dollars,

?fm

and the patrietism of the men whe
make the billions, While the farmers
and other producers huve been sing

cropa to feed the armies of liberty,
making ships and muonitions and im-
plements of war, a lot of gentlemen
have been spending their ample leisure
in announeing their patriotiam. When
you work sixteen houra a day for lib-
erty and democracy you haven't much
tima or will to wave the flug,

“So they say the farmers are not pa-
triotie, But four billions of prafite
robbed from the workers will pay for
a lot of patriotie unnouncing, Hut now
vou have taken a day off to announes
vour patriotism. Yet vou eannot do a
much announcing as they o, those men
who leave the production of all things
to ua. Those men whpese hands are
white and #oft, and whose skina are
nd and smooth have more time to
wnve the flag than we have,

“1f we were to put in ns much time
waving it as they do the whole world
wonld starve to death. The profiteers
and their kept presa are very lavish
of patrictism, but too much of it comes

from money stolen from us. Their
arms are red with the blood that
proves they are not patriots. And if|
they are not patriota whut in hell are
they? Who has a Gorman helmet?

Plaee it upon their hends, and you will
see the Ka b f. Patriotism is
based upon ju , ot upon robbery,

I want to say to vou und to the
newspaper men here that if the papers
| tell the truth about this damnable
see it, the profitears
» out of business, be-
ean’t stand the breath of
; eriminnl ean. When the
lite of liberty and democracy, when
the life of this nation hings but by a
thread, these are the men who talk to
us of patriotism and call themsalves
I-Atrloh‘, And then when a farmer's
oy complaing because his wheat is
marked down 20 eents a bushels be-
caitde it contains five pounds of barley
they brand him ns a pro-German, My
RRSWEr js that with the aid of the boys
who nre marching to the hattle front
wa may yot defeat the representatives
of autocracy in our midst us well as
abroad.

“We say to the profitcers: "Govern-
ment priea fixing s wil right. Come
on in, the water is fine,. We do not
isk to fix the price of what you aell
us eeccording to tha prica we fix on
what we sell you. We ask you to sell
to us sccording to the price you have
fixed on what we sell to you.'! I be-
lieve thera {3 enough patrictism in the
country to see u squure denl of thia
sind, I do not believe that Ameriea
hns been Prussianized yet.

“It is our duty to support tha gov-

ernment in fts efforts to fix prices,

and if it were not for the patriotism
of iron and steel and coal and flour
we would have a square deal to-day.
Let the government make those gen-
| tlemen produce without profit, as it

ey to the government: ‘Here, take

{ these things. We can’t use them."

And then wn shall have government
ownership. Their patriotism i of the
kind that it takes war profits to make
work. After thess fine gentlemen
huve been trimmed they will have
woms real patriotismi, end the coun-
r.ry will be ahead thnl_muc‘n,

‘1t will grade about No. 4, at that,
but it will not be ‘feed wheat’ or ‘re-
seted,! like the kind they have now.

hen you take the profit out of war
no one will be interested in keeping
this war for liberty and democracy
going any longer than is necessary .9
save them. [f it s right to conacript
our son's life, that moat precious
ife, it in right to conscript the coal
snd steel that God mude”

The econfersice was presided over
| by Governor Lynn J. Frazier of North
| Dakota, himseif the product of the
! Non-Partisnn League, which took him,
| unknown to polities, from his farm
and made him its first state Governor.

He is a dark, deep-chested, heavy-

browed, square-standing man, college
| sduented, but showing in every line
of his fnco and figure that he is a son
| of the soil.
Defends Farmers Loyalty

In addressing the conference he de-
clared that there is no question of the
patriotism of the farmers and lsbur-
“They are loyal and patri-

ing men, :
otie, awnd will defend the Stars an
Stripen to the lasg ditch. All they
want is n square deal, and the pur-

pose of this conference i3 to put thet

sauare deal up to the food adminis-|

tration. The farmers have had poor
erops for two years, and the price o<
$2.20 for wheat, while a go )4 prico
in other times, is too low {for this
vear. If the price of wheat 1a to be
fixed, then we ask the government to
go down the line and fix the price on
all the necessaries of life. I believe
the government is going to do this,
I believe there is patriotism enough
in the eountry and among the wanlth-
|ier classes end the Eastern people to
! aee that the poorer classes get a square
denl "
[ The underlying idea of the league of
organizing all the farmers and then
uniting with organized labor to domi-
nnte the nation *he intereats of the
producers was voiced by Gilbert and by
George W. Lawsun, socretary of the
Minnesota State Federation of Labor.
Thers were hrief tpeeches by W. A
Wheeler, of the Bareau of Markets of
the Depariment of Agriculture; J. D,
Renm, master of the State Grange 0
Nebrasks, snd C. H. Gustafson, preai-
dent of the Nebraska Union of Farmers.

In consecquence of intimations that
the lengue was disloyal and :mn!\ce:l
by interests opposad to Lie government,
Prosident Townley has ad iressed a let.
tor to United States Distilet Attorney
Jacques, in which he Invites the De-
partment of Justice to examina the
books and records of the league an
make public *any or all fucts it finds as
to our activities.” The letter concludes
with the following challenge:

“We hersby challenge the National
Security League, the Natienal Defence
League, the Navy League and similar
organizations to make the same offer
we do to the Department of
Justice. and respectfully ask the De-
partment of Juntice to give the widest
publicity to all faets it ascertains re-
yerding our ac fwities and financing and
the findings w reference to above
numed organizations.”

Baer Opposes Profiteering

John M. Baer, the
Dakotn Representative-cartoon-
ist, the Non-Pertisan League's first
slectod Representative, spesking to-
night, complained that there was a'lnt'k
of influence of little people at Wash-
ington. “lf some poor Woman cama
down to Congress to get the reiease o
her conseripted son they would lock
her up, but they have fine reception
rooms and plush ehairs for the repre-
sentatives of the interests,” he said.

Mr. Buer did some rapid sketeh car-
toons on the stage to illustrate his ideas
of the kindly treatment the representa-
tives of interests —these big, fat hogs
get at the hands of the Washington
spirit, He protested flercely against
profiteering, saying:

“Wealth must and
will pay for the world war, or we'll
know the reason why, and if your Sena-
tors and Representatives don't do it
now, send some down there two years
from now that will do it.”

George P. Fischer, secretary of the
Springfield (I1L) Typographical Union,
made n rather bitter speech, in which he
reviewed the Springfield (111.) strike and
declared the charge of pro-Germanism
in connection with labor troubles was
a means of muddying the watsr. While
fighting autocracy sbroad, he sald, it
would be as well to fight it at home.

Wheat at sz."E a Bushel
Gives Farmer Net Profit
Of $1.41, Declares Expert

WASHINGTON, Sept. 18—G. E.
Call, of the State College of Agri-
eulture in Kansas, recognized ss one
of the best experts on wheat in the
antire country, estimates that on the

aversge the American farmer who
grows wheat is recelving $1.21 net per
bushel with the maerket price fixed st
£2. With the price fixed at $2.20 per
bushel, the average met profit, on this
basis, would be $1.41 per bushel.

Professor Call’s estimate is based
on an avernge value of $48 per acre
for the wheat land of the country, &n
average crop of fourteen bushels to
the acre, an average cost of 787 cents
per bushel to the farmer and a net
profit of $18.06 per acre throughout
the country, The rich wheat lands
of some states produce even twice
the waversge ostimated by Professor
Call, while in other states the average
15 away below fourteen bushels to the
acre.

I'he conference of beet sugar inter-
ests continued here to-day. At a late
hour final agreement had been
reached. Substantially 10 per cent of
the beet men nre still holding aloof
from uny binding agrecment ealcu-
lated to bring down the price to a
point where they contend it will in-

no

terfers with their contracta to pay
sugnr beet producers $1 sbove the
basic price for this year's crop.
Representatives of the fruit and
vegetuble shipping industry to-day
conferred with food administration
officials concerning mutters of gen-

eral interest in relstion to the food
control law.

I'he distributien division of the food
administration has perfected plans by
the sulesmen of the country,
ularly those representing whole-
e distributers, shall be organized
for the purpose of spreading the vari-
ous eonservation measures. Eaeh of
the 40,000 salesmen enguged in this
line of work will be asked to pledge
himself o urge upon
through them, upon Consumers vari-
sus mensures to save men, food, fuel,
energy and materisls for war uses.

More than & score
gaged in the manufacture of paper
cANs were
ence held to-day with
tration officials. The principal mat-
ter discussed was to what exient pa-
per may be satisfuctorily substituted
for tin a2 u container for foodstuifs,

Questiona relsting to the legality
of pctions taken by the United States

Grain Corporation in fixing the price
of wheat were propounded to the
President to-day by Representative

Stevenson, of Minnesota, who con-
tends that the price fixing srrange-
| ment 1s elearly in violation of the
! law.

|  Among other things, Representative
| 8tevenson domanded to know why
wheat prodi®ers wers compelled to
| bear all the loss occasioned by con-
trolled markets when producers of
corn, oats, rye and barley have the
benefits of competitive markets.

retuilers and, |

of firms en-|

represented at a confer-/
food adminis- |

lConvention of Chamber
Commerce Declares |y

. Necessary Step

|
|

Lane Says Germans

: Must Repair D%
iSecretary of Interior 4,
. serts Industry Holds Sy,
|

cess in Its Hands

[Staf? Correnpredey -

ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. Bept, p
Legislation fixing a maximym o
for all labor which creates wap
sities wus recommended by Membe
of the Chamber of Commerce of thy
United States to-day as a radieal W
necessary step in government price egs.
trol. The members of the :hmu’.
gathered here for a special WAL e
vention,

The recommendation came after tuy
representatives of President Wileeay
Cabinet had announced that thy Unitag
States would fight on until “Gormagy
would play the game in sccordancs wig
the 1317 rules” The brosd intimati
from Secretary Frankiin K. Lang thy
Germany would be called upon tg 1y
pair all dal‘!lge she hed wrought in ty
war brought members of the orgsaln
tion to their feet in a storm of ap
proval.

The messages of tha twp ipokeny
for the national Admizistration we
the high lights in the opening duy of
the commerce body's war convistiyy
A. E. Albrecht, of Philadelphia, fs gy
man who sugzestod the lixing of sy
imum prices for labor, snd, on iy
the approval of other delegates, m.
nounced that he would later b
troduce resolutions “to Ax the prie
of labor &t the same time the prin fy
fixed for the commodity in which seed
labor enters.”

Warns War Gambling
Mr. Lane praised those business am

who have aided t Administratin iy
its efforts at price fixin

. bat said that
littie aympathy would be shown tethe
man whe endeavored make & prodt

out of the present trials of the nathn

“There isn't @ man of you hete bt
kolds the poss.bility of fallure of s
war in the hollow of his hand,” hemid
“Let no one of you, being tempted
take all that the traffic will bear, yhll
to temptation and self into m
I. W. W.

“When it comes to fixing » prll
think of the boy in khaki and thsk

turn h

what his attitude will be. Think el |
attitude in aft when he mget
say, 'l went to t g end took my

stayed homs

chances, while fathe
made a fortune,’”

Seeretary of War Baker, introdosd
a3 the head of incil of Notiomd
Defen rel nany difies
ties the gove hal experienced @

e interesty, butled

dealing with
the impression the
stucles to smooth sa
“There was a
pert of the b
ernment is con
Mr. Baker said,
bers of the ndvi

government, en # poured W
Washington literally hundreds of thes
rands of offers from business

throughout the country.
Democracy Safe llere

le." he o2
n the

“The hearts of our ni
tinued, “were pulsing
for service, and [ | to feel
that democracy which the Pre
wanted mede safe for the world
na;f !nI America ;t least.™ >kl

ea for the creition o
boar£ such as handles the purchasisf
end of England’s war Lusiness was &
cluded in a speech by Waddill Cetdr
ings, chairman of, the Chambers co®
mittas on codperation with the Cout
¢il of National Def

“The government,
said, “wea gra informed,
£19.000,000,000 for it

during the next yenr. 'When Wt o

sider that the entire &

the United S 4 Stael
tnd its subsidiaries is $353,000,000 ue
year, it will be seen that the i
ment will place upon business 8 &
mand twenty times us great 88 tha e
tire annual turnover of that grest o
poration.”
Taking up the work of
dustries Bﬂartli ke 5.\'.-14!' : b
tion whether this board ean
the purposes for which it Wis intanéed
and meet the industrisl probiems
ing from the governments pure
%0ur committes advocates the e
tion of n war board similar t0 the } é
istry of Munitions 1 Eagland,
added. :
Ile said that the civili
commission to the Council

an lli"!":
Natiosd

of ¥

Defenca should be actunily if ‘;'":

vice of the government, wild the *

prnment officials, and not merew G

visers; that they should be doing

actual purchssing for the govers
and cob

determining  price
priority as well as d:-'.r.h::t;o!..m.

“(haos exists in business t -"
Mr. Catchings said, “and ordor"m
be hrought out of this chaos i .
to win tha war, The price contf® ol
mittee—Wall Street men, farmen, &
tributer and merchant—is wnanim
of this opinion.”

The sit\!;u!u'rn in Russin and '::;f
Ameriea will play in estabils
stable government were presed
the convention to-night 5gn
Bakhmeteff, the Russiun Am "
‘and Charles Edward Russell,
American curr-.rnﬁu:--n, which
g 1ed fro ussia.

"E'f:“:si J:“:tmnr-rn that Itu;::*
looking with the h--arl:r:! of

said the ambassadoer. 'H\lﬂ-:“‘
that this great country i ¢ bat
ua not only as an ally In irnui"
to her young sister rrp'_;bhd-l e
in spirit, her future faithfu

Russin's greatest matens
now, sald the ambassador, #ré
materials and lh:g_.':, e

Gasolene $1 in Havant
HAVANA, Sept. 18- More 3"
thousand automobiles in Havant® o
been forced into rtt:remrnt‘ ]
tion of retail gasolene T“:“-'
jumping the price from 4 ey |
gallon to one dollar, and in ;

stances to $1.20 & gellon. -




